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Nagoya Protocol and Scientists
Are there any consequences?

→Yes, there are!
When you study in Japan using Genetic Resources (GRs) 
from overseas, procedures for ABS are required in compliance 
with the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Nagoya 
Protocol (NP) and laws in GR providing countries.

Without proper procedures for ABS, you should not study GRs 
from overseas, even from your own country, in Japan. You 
may also have troubles, if you just bring GRs from your formar 
research institute, without permission. 

Research materials are one of the most important factor for 
scinence. Scientists must use GRs from overseas obtained by 
complying with laws of providing countries and the necessary 
procedures for ABS. 

Not quite.
Would you please stop here, sir?
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These are mine,
because I found them.
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1) You may be arrested in GRs’ providing country.
2) Your research may be suspended or interrupted.
3) Your application for grants will not be accepted. 
4) Your paper may be rejected by journals.
5) Your results may not be publicly presented.
6) You and your host institute may not be able to access

samples in a providing country in the future any more. 
7) You cannot apply for patents using the samples.
8) These may cause sereous effect for your Ph.D. degree.

No, we do not accept
your paper.

You must stop
your project, now.

You are arrested.
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Your research and your Ph.D. degree may be seriously 
impacted, if you use GRs transferred from overseas into 
Japan, without proper procedures for ABS.

If you do not follow the laws/regulations in the providing
countries, the follwing may occur in the worst case...



To prevend such risks, 
What can we do for ABS? 
Simple answers are: 1) comply with laws of providing countries
and, and 2) follow proper procedures for ABS, in collecting 
biological samples abroad. However, it does not go that simple in 
reality, since each country has different laws, where procedures 
can differ dependening on species and purposes. 

Complicated!  What can we do, after all?

3 Basics

At first, what is "ABS"? What is genetic resources (GRs)? What is 
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the Nagoya 
Protocol (NP), which are the basis of ABS? What is the 
procedures for ABS necessary to access foreign GRs? Please 
read through the following pages once.

Read this booklet and 
get an overview of ABS

• ABS
• Genetic Resources
• CBD
• NP
• Procedures for ABS



To be continued
(coming soon!)

Please check our flyer for ABS.








